[Is radical cystectomy indicated for the treatment of patients with bladder carcinoma N+ M0?].
The following parameters were analyzed in 55 patients with N + M0 bladder carcinoma: 1. Extent of lymph node involvement: A significant difference was observed for those with N1 whose 5 year survival rate is 46%, whereas those with N3, N4 did not survive at two years. 2. 29 patients underwent cystectomy and 26 did not. Of these 26 patients, 14 received polychemotherapy and 11 received only symptomatic treatment. Survivorship was significantly better for those who underwent cystectomy than those who received polychemotherapy, and it was better for this latter patient group than for those who received symptomatic treatment. 3. Finally, we studied the possible effect of changing the chemotherapeutic regimen on patient survival. Although patients treated with CMV or M-VAC have only a short follow-up, patient survival appears to be enhanced.